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Sample Documents 
 
• From Maryland Oral Health Heroes  

o e-invitation 

o program 

o planning excel sheet 

o Handouts 

• The State of Oral Health in Maryland 

• About the Maryland Dental Action Coalition 

• DentaQuest Foundation Grants in Maryland 

o op ed 

o press release 

o photos 

 
• From Massachusetts Oral Health Heroes 

o Nomination Form 
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By Jane Casper and Ralph Fuccillo 
June 21, 2010

Deamonte's legacy
Tragic case of Maryland boy who died from a toothache has led to great improvements in dental health

After Deamonte Driver, a 12-year-old Maryland boy, died from an untreated dental infection in 2007, it's hard to 
forget that an $80 tooth extraction could have saved his life. Never have the words "system failure" rung so true.

For more than 10 years, the U.S. surgeon general has recognized dental disease as a "silent epidemic" impacting 
low-income and minority children most severely. Maryland was no di�erent. By 2006, more than one-third of all 
Maryland kindergarteners and third-graders had untreated decay in their primary teeth, but more than 70 
percent of children in the state's Medicaid program had not seen a dentist in the past year.

All that changed after Deamonte Driver.

His tragedy spurred a comprehensive response. Maryland's federal legislators decried the situation and called 
for federal reforms to help bolster state Medicaid and public health dental programs. Gov. Martin O'Malley and 
Secretary of Health and Mental Hygiene John Colmers convened the Dental Action Committee — a statewide 
coalition of dental and medical health care providers, insurers, advocates, policymakers and academics — to 
study the oral health system.

Have The Sun delivered on the weekend for only 99 cents 

The committee quickly realized there were several fundamental problems in our system of oral health care, 
hitting low-income and minority children the hardest, and it recommended a roadmap to address the dispari-
ties. The governor included many of these measures in his budget, and the Maryland General Assembly took 
action, modestly increasing Medicaid rates, simplifying the Medicaid system, providing for additional safety net 
dental clinics and approving a new public health dental hygienist work force to provide educational and 
preventive services in schools, Head Start, and similar settings.

The results are real. In the three years since the Deamonte Driver tragedy, Maryland has become a nationally 
recognized model for oral health care. According to a February 2010 report by The Pew Center on the States, 
Maryland was one of only six states to earn an "A" for its oral health programming.

We applaud state policymakers and health professionals for this tremendous progress. That is why the newly 
formed Maryland Dental Action Coalition, with support from the DentaQuest Foundation, recently recognized 
Maryland's leading oral health advocates with the Oral Health Hero Award for their contribution to making the 
state a national leader in oral health.













Please answer the following questions as completely as possible. 

 

 

1. Describe the ways in which this group or individual improved the state of oral health in 

Massachusetts and why they should be honored as an Oral Health Hero. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Is there anything else you would like us to know about this nominee? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You can also view this form online at: www.hcfama.org/oralhealth/wym  

Submit completed nomination forms via mail, e‐mail, or fax by February 3, 2010 to: 

 

Christine Keeves 

Oral Health Communications Coordinator 

Health Care For All 

30 Winter St., 10th Floor 

Boston, MA 02108 

ckeeves@hcfama.org 

Fax: 617.451.5838 

Phone: 617.275.2919 
 

 

Past Heroes (2006‐2009)  
 

Legislative Hero Award Recipients  Community Hero Award Recipients       

Senator Harriette Chandler  Bruce Morrell (PACE, Inc.) 

Senator Bruce Tarr  Mark Stone. DMD (Elder Dental Services) 

Representative Kathleen Teahan  Nancy Johnson (Tufts Community Dental, BEST Oral Health) 

Representative Cheryl Coakley Rivera  Dr. Joel Pearlman (Tufts Dental Facility for Persons with Special Needs) 

Senate President Robert Travaglini 

House Speaker Salvatore DiMasi   

Senator Richard Moore   Administrative Hero Award Recipients 

Senator Susan Fargo  Tom Dehner, Director of Massachusetts Medicaid Program 

Representative Patricia Walrath   

Representative Peter Koutoujian   

Senator Gale Candaras  

Representative John Scibak 

Senate President Therese Murray 

Representative Smitty Pignatelli   
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